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Readings in Political Philosophy. By Francis William Coker. New York, 

The Macmillan Company, 1914. — pp. xv, 573, 

This volume is intended to furnish to students of political theories a series 
of readings from the works of some of the foremost political philosophers. 
It begins with selections from Plato's Republic and Aristotle's Politics, and 
concludes with twenty pages of Bentham's A Fragment on Government; political 
theorists later than Bentham being omitted, Professor Coker informs us, in 
order to confine the matter within a single volume. For the most part the 
standard translations of works not written in English have been used. "En- 
tirely original translations were required only for the selections from St. 
Thomas Aquinas, Marsiglio of Padua and the Vindiciae contra Tyrannos. 
The translations from Bodin and Grotius are in part original. The passages 
from Bodin's De Republica were translated with constant assistance from the 
Knolles translation of Bodin's French version of the work. For the De Jure 
Belli ac Pads of Grotius the Latin text was carefully worked over in order to 
revise the translation by Whewell " (p. viii). The volume contains selections 
from twenty different writers, and each selection is prefaced by a short intro- 
duction giving a sketch of the life of the author and the circumstances under 
which he wrote. To each selection there is added also a list of references 
intended to direct the student to the works to which he may profitably go for 
fuller information than that which is provided by the brief introductions. 

The selections seem to me to have been carefully and judicially made, and 
the volume is likely to prove useful for the purpose for which it was intended. 
It would be easy to point out important omissions; but one has to consider the 
necessary limits of space imposed by a single volume that shall not be so large 
as to be unwieldy. Professor Coker has undoubtedly been wise in his decis- 
ion "to include substantial parts of a few preeminent works rather than to cover 
a wide range of writings with brief passages from each." The introductions 
prefixed to each of the selections are the least satisfactory part of the volume. 
The plan of the work evidently required that these should be brief; but for 
that very reason care should have been taken to render the information they 
contain accurate and relevant, and to select what is most essential to bring 
out the significance of the passages selected. Difference of opinion will un- 
doubtedly exist as to what it is best to include in such circumstances; but no 
one can question that misleading information is worse than none at all. I have 
noted a number of statements which are misleading in various degrees when 
they are not actually false: "The basis of Plato's philosophical system is 
Socrates' doctrine of reality" (p. 2); " Politics with Aristotle comes near being 
a distinct discipline, distinct from philosophy and ethics" (p. 54); "The aim of 
scholasticism was to merge into one system human and divine philosophy, to 
interweave the higher tenets of human reason — as set forth in Aristotle, with 
the doctrines of Christian theology" (p. 122); " Hobbes had always been a 
student of mathematics and philosophy " (p. 301); "This work [The Leviathan] 
includes also, as groundwork for its social philosophy, a treatise on 'Man' 
which constitutes the first part of the Leviathan" (p. 302); "Locke was born 
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and reared in a Puritan family. ... He received his bachelor's degree in 
1656, his master's degree a year later, and he became a tutor in Christ Church 
in 1660." " He was in France with Shaftesbury during the latter's exile, from 
1675 to 1679; and he resided in Holland from 1685 — the year of Shaftesbury's 
death — until 1689" (pp. 383-4). 

J. E. C. 

Philosophic des Mbglichen. Grundzuge einer Erkenntniskritik. Von Dr. 

Johannes Maria Verweyen. Verlag von S. Hirzel, Leipzig, 1913. — pp. 

x, 240. 

There are many different modes of treatment that may be accorded to such 
a problem as that of possibility. The one chosen by the author was doubtless 
determined by the origin of his studies in the subject, which, he tells us, began 
with some historical investigations that he made in the development of the 
problem of the freedom of the will and also with his strong interest in the 
philosophy of religion. After some preliminary discussion of the general 
relationship between possibility and actuality, the greater part of the book is 
devoted to the application of this relationship to the different fields of thought 
and practice. Throughout the whole, there are frequent references to the 
epistemological significance of the results obtained. A careful distinction is 
drawn between logical and empirical possibility, the importance of hypotheses 
and other conceptions of the possible and the probable is emphasized, and there 
is much description and discussion of the varying uses given to these terms in dif- 
ferent contexts. Science, history and theology all receive their fair share of at- 
tention, and their most important aspects are considered. The book is written 
from the positivistic standpoint, and contains much that is sensible; but on the 
other hand, it is not particularly interesting nor does it show much originality. 

G. N. Dolson. 
Wells College. 
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